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HOUSING 

The Countywide Planning Policies in the Housing Chapter support a range of affordable, 

accessible, and healthy housing choices for current and future residents across King County. 

Further, they respond to the legacy of discriminatory housing and land use policies and 

practices (e.g., redlining, racially restrictive covenants, exclusionary zoning, etc.) that have led 

to significant racial and economic disparities in access to housing and neighborhoods of choice. 

These disparities affect equitable access to well-funded schools, healthy environments, open 

space, and employment.  

 

The policies reflect the region’s commitment to addressing the 2018 findings of the Regional 

Affordable Housing Task Force (Task Force). Key findings include:  

• Dramatic housing price increases between 2012 and 2017 resulted in an estimated 

156,000 extremely low-, very low-, and low-income households spending more than 30 

percent of their income on housing (housing cost burdened); and 

• Black, Hispanic, Indigenous, and extremely low-income households are among those 

most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden. 

 

Building on the Task Force’s work, this chapter establishes goals and policies to ensure all 

jurisdictions in King County plan for and accommodate their allocated share of existing and 

projected housing needs of the county and comply with the Growth Management Act 

requirements for housing elements in Revised Code of Washington 36.70A.020 and 36.70A.070 

and the Countywide Planning Policies in this chapter. 

 

While significant new housing growth is necessary to reach overall King County housing growth 

targets, new housing growth will not sufficiently address the housing needs for lower-income 

households without additional government support for the creation of units restricted to 

income-eligible households—both rent-restricted units and resale restricted homes (“income-

restricted units”); and the preservation of homes currently affordable at or below 80 percent of 

area median income. Local jurisdictions can create enabling environments and generate local 

revenue to support new housing development and housing preservation, but successful 

implementation requires resources and involvement from other levels of government, 

nonprofits, and the private sector. 

 

Housing unit production is one, but not the only means to measure whether a jurisdiction has 

planned for and accommodated housing needs. Success will primarily be defined by whether a 

jurisdiction has adopted and implemented policies and plans that, taken together and in light of 

available resources, can be reasonably expected to support and enable the production or 

preservation of units needed at each affordability level. Policies in this chapter do not require 
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that jurisdictions act outside of current powers or assume full responsibility for the construction 

of units required to meet housing needs articulated in policy H-1. 

 

These Countywide Planning Policies also recognize that housing affordability varies significantly 

across jurisdictions. In addressing housing needs, less affordable jurisdictions will need to focus 

actions on increasing affordability for low-income households while more affordable 

jurisdictions will need to focus actions on preserving affordable homes at risk of price increases. 

All communities must address housing need where it is greatest—housing affordable to 

extremely low-income households. 

 

The policies below set a framework for individual and collective action and accountability to 

meet countywide needs and eliminate disparities in access to housing and neighborhoods of 

choice. They first establish the amount of countywide housing needs a jurisdiction must plan for 

and accommodate in a manner that seeks to increase housing choice and begin to address 

disparities in housing choice throughout King County. The policies then guide jurisdictions 

through a five-step process: 

1. conduct a housing inventory and analysis; 

2. implement policies and strategies to meet housing needs equitably; 

3. review comprehensive plans; 

4. monitor and report; and 

5. adjust strategies to meet housing needs. 

 

Overarching Goal: Provide a full range of affordable, accessible, healthy, and safe housing 

choices to every resident in King County. All jurisdictions work to: 

• preserve, improve, and expand their housing stock;  

• promote fair and equitable access to housing for all people; and  

• take actions that eliminate race-, place-, ability-, and income-based housing disparities. 

 

H-1  Plan for and accommodate the jurisdiction’s allocated share of countywide future housing 

needs for moderate-, low-, very low-, and extremely low-income households as well as 

emergency housing, emergency shelters, and permanent supportive housing. Sufficient 

planning and accommodations are those that comply with the Growth Management Act 

requirements for housing elements in Revised Code of Washington 36.70A.020 and 36.70A.070, 

that outline regulatory and nonregulatory measures to implement the comprehensive plan 

(Washington Administrative Code 365-196-650), and that comply with policies articulated in 

this chapter. Projected countywide and jurisdictional net new housing needed to reach 

projected future need for the planning period is shown in Table H-1.1  

 

 
1 Refer to Table H-2 in Appendix 4 for countywide and jurisdictional future housing needed in 2044 and baseline housing supply 
in 2019. 
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Table H-1: King County Countywide and Jurisdictional Housing Needs 2019-2044 

 Countywide Net New Permanent Housing Units Needed, 2019-20442 
Countywide 

Net New 

Emergency 

Housing 

Needs3 

  0 to ≤30%      

 
Total Non-PSH PSH >30 to 

≤50% 

>50 to 

≤80% 

>80 to 

≤100% 

>100 to 

≤120% 

>120%  

Countywide Total Future 

Housing Needed: 2044 
1,269,628 113,790 49,064 139,718 177,590 195,934 136,061 457,471 65,054 

Countywide Baseline 

Housing Supply: 20194 
960,951 32,213 6,168 91,505 155,214 181,009 119,133 375,709 6,071 

Countywide Net New 

Housing Needed: 2019-

2044 

308,677 81,577 42,896 48,213 22,376 14,925 16,928 81,762 58,983 

 

  Jurisdictional Net New Permanent Housing Units Needed, 2019-2044 Jurisdictional 

Net New 

Emergency 

Housing 

Needs 

   0 to ≤30%      

  
Total Non-PSH PSH >30 to 

≤50% 

>50 to 

≤80% 

>80 to 

≤100% 

>100 to 

≤120% 

>120% 

M
e

tr
o

p
o

lit
an

 

C
it

ie
s 

Bellevue 35,000 11,925 6,270 8,780 2,671 703 798 3,853 6,688 

Seattle 112,000 28,572 15,024 19,144 7,986 5,422 6,150 29,702 21,401 

C
o

re
 C

it
ie

s 

Auburn 12,000 1,543 812 309 616 1,146 1,299 6,275 2,293 

Bothell 5,800 2,100 1,105 819 654 147 167 808 1,108 

Burien 7,500 1,444 759 524 407 574 650 3,142 1,433 

Federal Way 11,260 1,799 946 842 208 981 1,112 5,372 2,152 

Issaquah 3,500 1,093 575 868 460 66 75 363 669 

Kent 10,200 1,872 984 788 318 820 929 4,489 1,949 

Kirkland 13,200 4,842 2,546 3,052 1,022 228 259 1,251 2,522 

Redmond 20,000 7,025 3,694 3,870 2,765 348 394 1,904 3,822 

Renton 17,000 4,110 2,161 1,624 1,019 1,062 1,205 5,819 3,248 

SeaTac 5,900 646 340 183 143 603 683 3,302 1,127 

Tukwila 6,500 896 471 274 214 610 692 3,343 1,242 

 
2The countywide need projections are derived from the Washington State Department of Commerce and were adjusted to align 

with the adopted housing growth targets for the planning period to ensure jurisdictions are planning for growth that is 

consistent with the goals of the Development Patterns Chapter. 
3 “Emergency Housing” includes emergency housing and emergency shelter and is in addition to permanent housing needs. 
4 Data on baseline housing supply is estimated using 2020 Office of Financial Management data on total housing units, and 

2014-2018 Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy and 2020 Public Use Microdata Sample data on the distribution of 

units at different income levels. These data sources are used to align with Department of Commerce countywide need baseline 

data, even though the King County growth target setting process began in 2019. 
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  Jurisdictional Net New Permanent Housing Units Needed, 2019-2044 Jurisdictional 

Net New 

Emergency 

Housing 

Needs 

   0 to ≤30%      

  
Total Non-PSH PSH >30 to 

≤50% 

>50 to 

≤80% 

>80 to 

≤100% 

>100 to 

≤120% 

>120% 

H
ig

h
 C

ap
ac

it
y 

Tr
an

si
t 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 

Des Moines 3,800 790 415 231 227 281 318 1,538 726 

Kenmore 3,070 1,063 559 483 393 75 85 412 587 

Lake Forest Park 870 313 164 143 140 14 16 80 166 

Mercer Island 1,239 339 178 202 488 4 5 23 237 

Newcastle 1,480 627 329 433 22 9 10 50 283 

Shoreline 13,330 3,617 1,902 2,710 740 573 650 3,138 2,547 

Woodinville 2,033 854 449 354 156 29 33 158 388 

C
it

ie
s 

an
d

 T
o

w
n

s 

Algona 170 32 17 8 7 14 16 76 32 

Beaux Arts5 1 1 - - - - - - - 

Black Diamond 2,900 745 392 203 410 151 171 828 554 

Carnation 799 239 126 23 85 43 48 235 153 

Clyde Hill 10 3 2 2 3 - - - 2 

Covington 4,310 1,016 535 603 - 283 321 1,552 824 

Duvall 890 268 141 - 266 28 32 155 170 

Enumclaw 1,057 162 85 39 61 93 106 511 202 

Hunts Point5 1 1 - - - - - - - 

Maple Valley 1,720 542 285 320 26 72 81 394 329 

Medina 19 5 3 3 8 - - - 4 

Milton 50 13 7 - 8 3 3 16 10 

Normandy Park 153 41 21 32 17 6 6 30 29 

North Bend 1,748 433 228 121 221 98 111 536 334 

Pacific 135 23 12 4 6 12 13 65 26 

Sammamish 2,100 950 499 419 232 - - - 401 

Skykomish 10 2 1 - 1 1 1 4 2 

Snoqualmie 1,500 472 248 233 82 61 69 335 287 

Yarrow Point 10 4 2 3 1 - - - 2 

 
5 Beaux Arts Village and Hunts Point both have growth targets of one unit, meaning their total need allocated is also one unit. 

The allocation process divides that unit up into multiple area median income bands, but to get need allocations that are whole 

numbers, we round all allocations in each area median income band and the emergency housing/shelter category. 
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  Jurisdictional Net New Permanent Housing Units Needed, 2019-2044 Jurisdictional 

Net New 

Emergency 

Housing 

Needs 

   0 to ≤30%      

  
Total Non-PSH PSH >30 to 

≤50% 

>50 to 

≤80% 

>80 to 

≤100% 

>100 to 

≤120% 

>120% 

U
rb

an
 

U
n

in
co

rp
o

ra
te

d
  

 Urban 

Unincorporated6 
5,412 1,157 608 571 292 366 415 2,003 1,034 

 

H-2  Prioritize the need for housing affordable to households less than or equal to 30 percent 

area median income (extremely low-income) by implementing tools such as: 

 Increasing capital, operations, and maintenance funding;  

 Adopting complementary land use regulations;  

 Fostering welcoming communities, including people with behavioral health needs;  

 Adopting supportive policies; and  

 Supporting collaborative actions by all jurisdictions. 

 

Conduct a Housing Inventory and Analysis 

The Growth Management Act requires an inventory and analysis of existing and projected 

housing needs as part of each jurisdiction’s comprehensive plan housing element. The 

inventory and needs analysis, together with an evaluation of recent progress to address 

housing needs, helps cities identify the greatest needs and prioritize strategies to address them. 

Understanding the impact of discriminatory housing and land use practices and current 

disparities in access to housing and neighborhoods of choice helps focus policies and programs 

to achieve equitable housing outcomes. For example, understanding disparities in access to 

opportunity areas (i.e. areas with high quality schools, jobs, transit and access to parks, open 

space, and clean air, water, and soil) can identify a need for increased affordability in those 

areas. Appendix 4 provides further guidance on conducting a housing inventory and analysis.  

 

H-3  Conduct an inventory and analysis in each jurisdiction of existing and projected housing 

needs of all segments of the population and summarize the findings in the housing element. 

The inventory and analysis shall include:  

a) The number of existing and projected housing units necessary to plan for and 

accommodate projected growth and meet the projected housing needs articulated in 

Tables H-1 and H-2, including: 

 
6 This includes all Potential Annexation Areas within the High Capacity Transit Communities and Urban Unincorporated King 

County regional geographies. 
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1) permanent housing needs, which includes units for moderate-, low-, very low-, 

and extremely low-income households and permanent supportive housing, 

2) emergency housing needs, which includes emergency housing and emergency 

shelters; 

b) Number of existing housing units by housing type, age, number of bedrooms, condition, 

tenure, and area median income limit (for income-restricted units); 

c) Number of existing emergency housing, emergency shelters, and permanent supportive 

housing facilities and units or beds, as applicable; 

d) Percentage and geographic distribution of residential land zoned for moderate- and 

high-density housing and accessory dwelling units in the jurisdiction; 

e) Number of income-restricted units and, where feasible, total number of units, within a 

half-mile walkshed of high-capacity or frequent transit service where applicable and 

regional and countywide centers; 

f) Household characteristics, by race/ethnicity: 

 income (median and by area median income bracket), 

 tenure (renter or homeowner), 

 housing cost burden and severe housing cost burden; 

g) Current population characteristics: 

 age by race/ethnicity, 

 disability; 

h) Projected population growth;  

i) Housing development capacity within a half-mile walkshed of high-capacity or frequent 

transit service, if applicable;  

j) Ratio of housing to jobs in the jurisdiction; 

k) Summary of existing and proposed partnerships and strategies, including dedicated 

resources, for meeting housing needs, particularly for populations disparately impacted;  

l) The housing needs of people who need supportive services or accessible units, including 

but not limited to people experiencing homelessness, persons with disabilities, people 

with medical conditions, and older adults; 

m) The housing needs of communities experiencing disproportionate harm of housing 

inequities including Black, Indigenous, and People of Color; and 

n) Areas in the jurisdiction that may be at higher risk of displacement from market forces 

that occur with changes to zoning development regulations and public capital 

investments. 

 

H-4  Evaluate the effectiveness of existing housing policies and strategies to meet the 

jurisdiction’s housing needs. Identify gaps in existing partnerships, policies, and dedicated 

resources for meeting housing needs and eliminating racial and other disparities in access to 

housing and neighborhoods of choice. 
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H-5  Document the local history of racially exclusive and discriminatory land use and housing 

practices, consistent with local and regional fair housing reports and other resources. Explain 

the extent to which that history is still reflected in current development patterns, housing 

conditions, tenure, and access to opportunity. Identify local policies and regulations that result 

in racially disparate impacts, displacement, and exclusion in housing, including zoning that may 

have a discriminatory effect, disinvestment, and infrastructure availability. Demonstrate how 

current strategies are addressing impacts of those racially exclusive and discriminatory policies 

and practices. The County will support jurisdictions in identifying and compiling resources to 

support this analysis.  

 

Collaborate Regionally 

Housing affordability is important to regional economic vitality and sustainability. Housing 

markets do not respect jurisdictional boundaries. For these reasons, this section promotes 

cross-sectoral and interjurisdictional coordination and collaboration to identify and meet the 

housing needs of households with extremely low-, very low-, and low-incomes. Collaborative 

efforts, supported by the work of the Affordable Housing Committee, the Puget Sound Regional 

Council and other bodies, contribute to producing and preserving affordable housing and 

coordinating equitable, sustainable development in the county and region. Where individual 

jurisdictions lack sufficient resources, collective efforts to fund or provide technical assistance 

for affordable housing development and preservation, and for the creation of strategies and 

programs, can help to meet the housing needs identified in comprehensive plans. Jurisdictions 

with similar housing characteristics tend to be clustered geographically. Therefore, there are 

opportunities for efficiencies and greater impact through interjurisdictional cooperation. Such 

efforts are encouraged and can be a way to meet a jurisdiction’s share of the countywide 

affordable housing need. 

 

H-6  Collaborate with diverse partners (e.g., employers, financial institutions, philanthropic, 

faith, and community-based organizations) on provision of resources (e.g., funding, surplus 

property) and programs to meet countywide housing need. 

 

H-7  Work cooperatively with the Puget Sound Regional Council, subregional collaborations and 

other entities that provide technical assistance to local jurisdictions to support the 

development, implementation, and monitoring of strategies that achieve the goals of this 

chapter.  

 

Implement Policies and Strategies to Meet Housing Needs Equitably 

VISION 2050 encourages local jurisdictions to implement strategies to preserve, improve, and 

expand their housing stock to provide a range of affordable, accessible, healthy, sustainable, 
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and safe housing choices to every resident. This section supports equitably meeting housing 

needs through strategies and actions that promote: 

• Distributional equity: An individual’s income race, ethnicity, immigration status, sexual 

orientation, ability, or income doesn’t impact their ability to access housing in the 

neighborhood of their choice; 

• Cross-generational equity: The impact of the housing policies we create result in fair and 

just distribution of benefits and burdens to future generations; 

• Process equity: The housing policy development, decision-making, and implementation 

process is inclusive, open, fair, and accessible to all stakeholders; and 

• Reparative policies: The policies implemented will actively seek to repair harms caused 

by racially biased policies. 

 

The strategies are grouped by theme: 

• Equitable processes and outcomes; 

• Increased housing supply, particularly for households with the greatest needs; 

• Expanded housing options and increased affordability accessible to transit and 

employment; 

• Expanded housing and neighborhood choice for all residents; and 

• Housing stability, healthy homes, and healthy communities 

 

Further detail on the range of strategies for equitably meeting housing needs is contained in 

Table H-4 in Appendix 4. 

Equitable Processes and Outcomes 

Working together with households most impacted by the affordable housing crisis helps to 

tailor solutions to best meet their needs. Taking intentional action to overcome past and 

current discriminatory policies and practices helps to reduce disparities in access to housing and 

neighborhoods of choice. 

 

H-8  Collaborate with populations most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden in 

developing, implementing, and monitoring strategies that achieve the goals of this chapter. 

Prioritize the needs and solutions articulated by these disproportionately impacted 

populations. 

 

H-9  Adopt intentional, targeted actions that repair harms to Black, Indigenous, and other 

People of Color households from past and current racially exclusive and discriminatory land use 

and housing practices (generally identified through Policy H-5). Promote equitable outcomes in 

partnership with communities most impacted. 
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Increased Housing Supply, Particularly for Households with the Greatest Needs 

VISION 2050 encourages local cities to adopt best practices and innovative techniques to meet 

housing needs. Meeting housing needs will require actions, including commitment of 

substantial financial resources, by a wide range of private for profit, non-profit, and 

government entities. Multiple tools will be needed to meet the full range of needs in any given 

jurisdiction.  

 

H-10  Adopt policies, incentives, strategies, actions, and regulations that increase the supply of 

long-term income-restricted housing for extremely low-, very low-, and low-income households 

and households with special needs. 

 

H-11  Identify sufficient capacity of land for housing including, but not limited to income-

restricted housing; housing for moderate-, low-, very low-, and extremely low-income 

households; manufactured housing; multifamily housing; group homes; foster care facilities; 

emergency housing; emergency shelters; permanent supportive housing; and within an urban 

growth area boundary, duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes. 

 

H-12  Adopt and implement policies that improve the effectiveness of existing housing policies 

and strategies and address gaps in partnerships, policies, and dedicated resources to meet the 

jurisdiction’s housing needs. 

 

H-13  Implement strategies to overcome cost barriers to housing affordability. Strategies to do 

this vary but can include updating development standards and regulations, shortening permit 

timelines, implementing online permitting, optimizing residential densities, reducing parking 

requirements, and developing programs, policies, partnerships, and incentives to decrease 

costs to build and preserve affordable housing. 

 

H-14  Prioritize the use of local and regional resources (e.g., funding, surplus property) for 

income-restricted housing, particularly for extremely low-income households, populations with 

special needs, and others with disproportionately greater housing needs. Consider projects that 

promote access to opportunity, anti-displacement, and wealth building for Black, Indigenous, 

and People of Color communities to support implementation of policy H-9. 

Expanded Housing Options and Increased Affordability Accessible to Transit and Employment 

The Regional Growth Strategy accommodates growth in urban areas, focused in designated 

centers and near transit stations, to create healthy, equitable, vibrant communities well-served 

by infrastructure and services. As the region invests in transit infrastructure, it must also 

support affordability in transit areas.  
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Lack of housing affordability negatively impacts the region’s resilience to climate change as 

people are forced to live far from work, school, and transit, which contributes to climate change 

through increased transportation emissions and sprawl. 

 

H-15  Increase housing choices for everyone, particularly those earning lower wages, that is 

co-located with, accessible to, or within a reasonable commute to major employment centers 

and affordable to all income levels. Ensure there are zoning ordinances and development 

regulations in place that allow and encourage housing production at levels that improve jobs-

housing balance throughout the county across all income levels. 

 

H-16  Expand the supply and range of housing types, including affordable units, at densities 

sufficient to maximize the benefits of transit investments throughout the county. 

 

H-17  Support the development and preservation of income-restricted affordable housing that 

is within walking distance to planned or existing high-capacity and frequent transit.  

Expanded Housing and Neighborhood Choice for All Residents 

Extremely low-, very low-, and low-income residents often have limited choices when seeking 

an affordable home and neighborhood. The King County Consortium’s Analysis of Impediments 

to Fair Housing Choice found that many Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color 

communities and immigrant groups face disparities in access to opportunity areas with high 

quality schools, jobs, transit and access to parks, open space, and clean air, water, and soil. 

Some of the same groups are significantly less likely to own their home as compared to the 

countywide average, cutting them off from an important tool for housing stability and wealth 

building. Further, inequities in housing and land use practices as well as cycles of public and 

private disinvestment and investment have also resulted in communities vulnerable to 

displacement. Intentional actions to expand housing choices throughout the community will 

help address these challenges.  

 

H-18  Adopt inclusive planning tools and policies whose purpose is to increase the ability of all 

residents in jurisdictions throughout the county to live in the neighborhood of their choice, 

reduce disparities in access to opportunity areas, and meet the needs of the region’s current 

and future residents by: 

a) Providing access to affordable housing to rent and own throughout the jurisdiction, with 

a focus on areas of high opportunity; 

b) Expanding capacity for moderate-density housing throughout the jurisdiction, especially 

in areas currently zoned for lower density single-family detached housing in the Urban 

Growth Area, and capacity for high-density housing, where appropriate, consistent with 

the Regional Growth Strategy; 
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c) Evaluating the feasibility of, and implementing, where appropriate, inclusionary and 

incentive zoning to provide affordable housing; and 

d) Providing access to housing types that serve a range of household sizes, types, and 

incomes, including 2+ bedroom homes for families with children and/or adult 

roommates and accessory dwelling units, efficiency studios, and/or congregate 

residences for single adults. 

 

H-19  Lower barriers to and promote access to affordable homeownership for extremely low-, 

very low-, and low--income, households. Emphasize: 

a) Supporting long-term affordable homeownership opportunities for households less than 

or equal to 80 percent area median income (which may require up-front initial public 

subsidy and policies that support diverse housing types); and 

b) Remedying historical inequities in and expanding access to homeownership 

opportunities for Black, Indigenous and People of Color communities. 

 

H-20  Adopt and implement policies that address gaps in partnerships, policies, and dedicated 

resources to eliminate racial and other disparities in access to housing and neighborhoods of 

choice. 

 

H-21  Adopt policies and strategies that promote equitable development and mitigate 

displacement risk, with consideration given to the preservation of historical and cultural 

communities as well as investments in low-, very low-, extremely low-, and moderate-income 

housing production and preservation; dedicated funds for land acquisition; manufactured 

housing community preservation, inclusionary zoning; community planning requirements; 

tenant protections; public land disposition policies; and land that may be used for affordable 

housing. Mitigate displacement that may result from planning efforts, large-scale private 

investments, and market pressure. Implement anti-displacement measures prior to or 

concurrent with development capacity increases and public capital investments. 

 

H-22  Implement, promote, and enforce fair housing policies and practices so that every person 

in the county has equitable access and opportunity to thrive in their communities of choice, 

regardless of their race, gender identity, sexual identity, ability, use of a service animal, age, 

immigration status, national origin, familial status, religion, source of income, military status, or 

membership in any other relevant category of protected people.  

Housing Stability, Healthy Homes, and Healthy Communities 

H-23  Adopt and implement policies that protect housing stability for renter households; 

expand protections and supports for moderate-, low-, very low-, and extremely low-income 

renters and renters with disabilities. 
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H-24  Adopt and implement programs and policies that ensure healthy and safe homes. 

 

H-25  Plan for residential neighborhoods that protect and promote the health and well-being of 

residents by supporting equitable access to parks and open space, safe pedestrian and bicycle 

routes, clean air, soil and water, fresh and healthy foods, high-quality education from early 

learning through K-12, affordable and high-quality transit options and living wage jobs and by 

avoiding or mitigating exposure to environmental hazards and pollutants. 

 

Review, Monitor, Report, and Adjust  

The following policies guide a housing comprehensive planning review, monitoring, reporting 

and adjustment process conducted by the Affordable Housing Committee, Growth 

Management Planning Council, and King County. This process ensures plans are coordinated 

and consistent with countywide housing goals and policies, increases the likelihood of housing-

related plan implementation to ensure needs are met, and provides jurisdictions with a periodic 

opportunity for adjustments and continual improvement in between comprehensive plan 

periodic updates. 

Review Comprehensive Plans 

H-26  The Growth Management Planning Council or its designee will conduct a housing-focused 

review of all King County jurisdiction’s draft periodic comprehensive plan updates for alignment 

with the Housing Chapter goals and policies prior to plan adoption and provide comments. The 

purpose of plan review is to: 

a) offer early guidance and assistance to jurisdictions on comprehensive plan alignment     

with the CPP Housing Chapter; 

b) ensure plans address all Housing Chapter goals and policies and include required 

analyses; 

c) evaluate the meaningfulness of plan responses to policies in this chapter, where 

meaningful responses can be reasonably expected to achieve a material, positive 

change in the jurisdiction’s ability to meet housing needs; and 

d) collect data on jurisdictional implementation details to inform future monitoring and 

evaluation during the remainder of the planning period. 

Monitor and Report 

Each jurisdiction has a responsibility to plan for and accommodate its share of the countywide 

housing need. The County and cities will collect and report housing data at least annually to 

help evaluate progress in achieving the goals and advancing the policies of this chapter. The 

County will help coordinate a necessary data collection and reporting process with cities. 

Further detail on monitoring and reporting procedures is contained in Appendix 4. 
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H-27  Monitor progress toward meeting countywide and jurisdictional housing needs and 

eliminating disparities in access to housing and neighborhood choices. Where feasible, use 

existing regional and jurisdictional reports and monitoring tools and collaborate to reduce 

duplicative reporting.  

a) Jurisdictions, including the County for unincorporated areas, will report annually to the 

County: 

1) In the first reporting year, total income-restricted units, total units, by tenure, area 

median income limit, address, and term of rent and income restrictions, for which 

the jurisdiction is a party to affordable housing covenants on the property title 

created during the reporting period. In future years, report new units created and 

units with affordability terms that expired during the reporting period; 

2) Description and magnitude of land use or regulatory changes to increase zoned 

residential capacity including, but not limited to, single-family, moderate-density, 

and high-density; 

3) New strategies (e.g., land use code changes, dedicated fund sources, conveyance of 

surplus property) implemented during the reporting period to advance the policies 

of this chapter. This includes strategies to increase housing diversity, strategies to 

increase the supply of income-restricted units in the jurisdiction and implementation 

details identified in the jurisdiction’s comprehensive plan; and 

4) The value of jurisdictional contributions to subregional collaborations to support 

preservation or creation of income-restricted housing within the subregion made 

during the reporting period. Contributions may include, but are not limited to, cash 

loans and grants, land, and fee waivers. 

b) The County will, where feasible, consolidate housing data across jurisdictions and report 

annually on: 

1) Countywide housing inventory of: 

i. Total housing units, by affordability to area median income bands;  

ii. Total income-restricted units, by area median income limit; 

iii. Number of units lost to demolition, redevelopment, or conversion to non-

residential use during the reporting period;  

iv. Of total housing units, net new housing units created during the reporting period 

and what type of housing was constructed, broken down by at least single-

family, moderate-density housing types, and high-density housing types;  

v. Total income-restricted units by tenure, area median income limit, location, 

created during the reporting period, starting in 2021;  

vi. Total net new income-restricted units and the term of rent and income 

restrictions created during the reporting period, starting in December 2022;  

vii. Share of households by housing tenure by jurisdiction; and 

viii. Zoned residential capacity percentages broken down by housing type/number of 

units allowed per lot; 
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2) The County’s new strategies (e.g., dedicated fund sources, conveyance of surplus 

property) implemented during the reporting period to increase the supply of 

restricted units in the county, including geographic allocation of resources;  

3) The County’s new strategies implemented during the reporting period to reduce 

disparate housing outcomes and expand housing and neighborhood choice for Black, 

Indigenous, and other People of Color households and other population groups 

identified through policy H-5; 

4) Number of income-restricted units within a half mile walkshed of a high-capacity or 

frequent transit stations in the county;  

5) Share of households with housing cost burden, by income band, race, and ethnicity;  

6) Tenant protection policies adopted by jurisdictions in King County; and 

7) Number of individuals and households experiencing homelessness, by race and 

ethnicity.  

c) Where feasible: 

1) Jurisdictions will collaborate to report net new units accessible to persons with 

disabilities; and 

2) King County will collaborate with the King County Regional Homelessness Authority 

and public funders to report total net new permanent supportive housing, 

emergency housing, and emergency shelter units/beds. 

 

H-28  The County will provide necessary, ongoing information on jurisdictions’ progress toward 

planning for and accommodating their housing needs using public-facing tools such as the King 

County’s Affordable Housing Dashboard. The Affordable Housing Committee will establish 

standardized benchmarks, housing data trends, and comparative standards to aid in assessing 

local progress relative to countywide trends and other jurisdictions. Measurement will include 

at a minimum, the meaningful actions taken by a jurisdiction to implement their comprehensive 

plan housing element, housing unit production within jurisdictions, as well as credit 

jurisdictions for direct funding and other contributions to support the preservation or creation 

of income-restricted units through subregional collaborations. 

Adjust Strategies to Meet Housing Needs 

H-29  Five years after adoption of a periodic update to a comprehensive plan, the Growth 

Management Planning Council or its designee will review monitoring and reporting data 

collected through annual reporting and other local data and analysis. The Growth Management 

Planning Council will identify significant shortfalls in planning for and accommodating housing 

needs, provide findings that describe the nature of the shortfalls, and make recommendations 

that jurisdictions take action to address shortfalls. Jurisdictions with significant shortfalls shall 

identify and implement actions to address the shortfalls, such as amending the comprehensive 

plan, land use regulations, or other legislative or administrative actions. Implementation of this 

policy shall be coordinated with the requirement in Revised Code of Washington 
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36.70A.130(9)(c) to produce and take actions pursuant to a five-year implementation progress 

report.    


